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for little children, with smooth protect-
1 lawns, with swings and teeter boards,
1 sand courts, and with safe and shal-
4 pooig in view of sheltered seats
hers or nurses. In some they
regular outdoor gymnasia, with
g. vaulting. climbing,
. With tracks for run-
] the lesser athletic con-
s putting the shot and quolts
in others there should be pro-
larger games, whether the
nes of tag and prisoner’s
. or the organized games of
foot ball between regular
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1 within the limits of more pas-
recreation there might well be some
tlizatlon; some areas, for instance, ar-
d as shady concert groves, with little

£

1o turf, for the comfortable accommo-
of large crowds at band conceris;

& or more places arranged for night
lvminations with electrie fountains, and

vision for the display of filreworks on
- vecasion of national celebrations; one
more squares treated with a series of
ns for the display of the brilllant
- flowers, some devoted especially to
“n winter effects, and very many
" in all their detdils with a view to
g the maximum refreshment ‘n the
summer weather by means of shade
1l distributed and by means of gushing,
ol sparkling, living water—not in a
s of repeated commonplace forma, but
ite in its variagtions, and when wisely
ways full of a new charm and re-
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Parkway on FPotomac.
ithg at the site of the Linecoln
rial, at the westerly extremity of the
as extended to the Potomac, a park-
ild skirt the bank of the Potomac
ith of Rock creek.
broad, paved quay or landing place
«wild extend the shore line out to the
#+p main channel and present to the
ver 4 smooth, continuous wall, Instead of
ing plers which retard the current and
ni to rause shoaling. This gquay should
n a level with the adjacent land. which
ltkely to be occupled in the future, a&s
present, by wvarious Industries using
ky water-borne freight—such as coal
i<, gas works, paving concerns, and the
» which the material can be trans-
" from the quay by wagons, tram
, or belt ¢omveyors, much as it is now
ndled by the more enterprising abutters.
park drive and promenade should be
«1 through at the landward side of
proper, between It and the com-
ial esPablishments, but at a higher
=] witl quent arched openings under-
h for the trunsfer of goods, and possi-
storage purposes.
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On the Water Front.
ted by the difference in level from
conflict with the pleasure travel, the
ty of the water front would really add
33 parkway and give a
by no other in
1 several European river
Paris, Vienna and Budapest,
combinattons of a commer-
v promenade at a higher
form. in many cases, the
and dellghtful resorts for the
no case, we believe, are the
arable as at Washington,
> abutting private land and
; at the higher level,
e transfer of goods up
i across the
:, in this case,
r transferred at any
least Interference be-
d pleasure.
ment is propozed for the
en Potomac Park ana
iia avenue bridge across
ree as the lower portion of the
is a part of the Chesapeake and Ohio
and is as mueh a part of the com-
wrotul water front as the Potomac itself;
tbove Pennsyvivania avenue entlrely
conditions prevail, and a different
ust adopted. Moreover, it
stood that the accompanying
» puay Is merely typleal, and
wlified at wvarious points to
conditions—at places by the
the street on the inner side of
by different arrange-
vels, at places
1 of the Inner retaining wall
tion of a bank.
wer, of the quay front
line can be fixed only after
v, with soundings and foun-
wit in the main the project
th is unguestionably practicable
provide at once the most con-
most agreeable treatment for
n betwean the parks and for
al water front.
Georgetown Harbor,
passible, If it should
hought wise, to continue :
reatment along the whole frontage
wgrtown harbor, and thus to arrange
ous drive along the river from
Park the Aqueduct bridge
a rising grade to the upper Foto-
<, but such a construction would
sty that it has not been seriously
rmplated, the more so as the difficul-
the way of such an undertaking are
#Iv to increase with the passage of
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“Two radically different plans have been
suggestod as alternatives In the treatment
«f Hock creek and its accompanying park-
iv between Pennaylvania avenue and
Massachusetts avenue:

“¥ To build a large covered masonry
€ T to fll
¥ over this structure so 18 to
‘ valley and raise It to the
Ievel of the adjacent lands, constructing a
perkway or boulevard upon a portion of the
fill
i

land and subdividing the remainder
nto streets and lots for sale.
“Second. To improve the present open
ranel of the creek, regrade its bank® and
them for park purposes, and to
triuet roads and paths within the park
formed, spanning the valley by fre-
inent street bridges to provide close con-
tion with Georgetown,

Along Massachusetts Avenue,
“The Massachusetts avenue crossing over
creek has been designed and is under
siruction as a culvert and fill upon the
ssumption that the first plan will be car-
it, but although this fill will inter-
th the perfect execution of Lhe open
plan, we feel compelled to recom-
I the definite adoption of the
on grounds of economy, con-
and beauty. An explicit state-
f the steps which led to this conclu-
would burden the report needlessly and
fieref fined to appendix H, page
y point out, however, that the
irives and paths under the open-val-
1 would be separated by grade, like
he Georgetown harbor quay, from
the commercial traffic of a
; but while the activity of the
interesting to look down
of the Inland region be-
_ ania avenue and Q strect
" the most part merely shabby, sor-
i disagrreable. It is therefore a very
tte opportunity that permits the se-
f the parkway In a valley che im-
sides of which can be controlled
be made to limit the view to a self-
rined lands=cape, which jpay be beauti-
n though restricted. North of Q
'r he valley becomes Yery attractive
takes on something of the sylvan char-
ter which it has fn its upper portlen. A
1 drive should lead to Sheridan clrcle,
the maln drive sheuld rise along the
v side of the valley s0 as to get a
wing view and so as to pass just under
ssachusetts avenue, permitting an eusy
tion with it. From this point to the
'sicul Park there are no serious diffi-
and the problem reduces itself to
careful and judicious detailed ad-
L of the construetion to the topogra-

i v tation of the valley,

haiundaries shown on the map are
=i below Q street so as to include
at 1 «led for the proper regrad-
= the valley sides and other essential
= tion Above that point they are de-
“d partly for those reasons, but in
<0 as (o include some exceptionally
tside woods that now form an im-
int part of the valley landsecape, and if
vown and replaced by houses would
iy chang# 'ts character. In so far as
s practicable, without edseritlal injury
tie parkway, we have followed lines al-
fixedd for sireets on the highway
i elsewhe re have provided for new
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streets.”

Zoological Park.

Zoological Park of 170 acres is spe-
1zedd for the preservation and exhibit of
liv ng animals under agreeable and natural
Birroundings. The danger of destroying the
natural scenery in Rock Creek Park is dis-
:-;:.-.-. 4 and plans for ample roadways for

2 future are outlined. The acquirement
of Fort Reno Park Is recommended, as is
land on Soapstone branch, which enters
Broad branch where it jolus Rock creek.
This is needed as A western eptrance to
Rock Creek Park from Cennecticut avenue.

o

Commenting further on this suggestion, the
report says:

“As part of a through parkway, the val-
ley offera an opportunity for the drive to
pass under Connecticut avenue with iis
heavy and swift suburban electrie cars, and
to rise through the opener and hroader
stretch to the west, reaching by a slight
turn on an easy grade one of the spurs of
the high ridge in which the western portion
of the District culminates. From this point,
at an elevation of 340 feet, Is to be obtained
another extensive eastern view down the
valley and over Rock Creek Park to Sol-
diers’ Home, a view that might well be
marked by a terrace or concourse, espe-
ciallv as the character of the parRway
would change at this point from the in-
formal type appropriate in the wooded val-
ley to a formal avenue across the high
plateau, the terrace thus making a strong
terminus for the latter and emphasizing the
drop into the valley. The formal section
would be a widening of Yuma street, lald
out but mot constructed, and would lead
directly to a circle at the junction of Ne-
braska avenue and Wisconsin avenue, com-
monly known as Tenley road, within 2,000
feet of the proposed Fort Reno Park, the
highest point in the District of Columbia.
In connection with Nebraska avenue ex-
tended, a branch drive on easy grades can
easily be provided to Fort Reno, thus bring-
Ing it within pleasant reach of Rock Creek
Park and the city.

Views From Drivewnayas.
“From the Tenley circle, continuing on
the widened Yuma street, a distance of

tlon between Rock Creek Park and Sol-
dlers’ Home as bringing Into organic rela-
tion two of the largest and most beautiful

places of recreation lying within reach of
the principal residence distriet of the clty.
and eonshiered in relation to the proposed
new holdings such a connectlon would form

one of the 1'nks binding the eastern and
the westéern parks into a compreheusive
svstem.

“Starting from the Piney Branch en-
trance of Rock Creek Park at 16th street,
the line would eontinue for some distance
in the valley of Piney Branch., thus tak-
ing advantage of one of the most charm-
ing passages of natural valley scenery in
the District. This leads to the grounds of
the Municipal Hospital, which will always
be maintained in a park-like and attractive
tashion. Rising from the wvalley by an
easv grade along the southerly side of the
hospital grounds, which the parkway tak-
fngs would round out and compléte, the
route would enter a formal plaza to be
created at the Tth Street entrance to the
hospital, where there will be a convergence
of streets, =according to the adopted high-
way plan, from elght different directions.
Between this point and the Soldlers’ Home
it would be easy to form, by widening
Savannah street, a magnificent formal
boulevard 4,000 feet in length, terminated
on the west by the new hospital buildings
and on the east by the Soldlers’ Homeé
{tself. While the present buildings of the

latter do not lie exaetly on the axis of
Savannah street the projected new bullding

if placed so as to complete the quadrangle

about 1,000 feet brings the line to the west-
ern escarpment of the narrow plateau,
where the land falls rapldly and steadily
from Its elevation of 410 feet, disclosing a
view that sweeps due west over mile after
mile of rolling country In° Maryland and
across the river to Virginia. To descend
from this height it would be possible, by
cutting at the top of the escarpment and
fllling heavily at the bottom, to avoid ex-
cessive grades, but to do so would be to
| ignore the opportunity here offered by the
topographle conditions. Instead of so
doing, we should advise m-arr;'ing the
parkway level out to the very brink, there
ending it in a projecting concourse com-
manding the sunset view in its perfection,
preserved from the Intrusion of future
buildings by the acquirement of the slope
in view below: then, turning the road, it
can be carried down upon a very easy
| grade by means of two reverses on the hill-
side, giving the opportunity at some future
time of developing a splendid series of ter-
races facing the view and the mile-long
continuation of the parkway to the reser-
volr and the District line.
Receiving Reservoir.

“The receiving reservoir grounds—acres
in extent, situated at the westerly edge of
the District, close to the Potomac river, lie
partly In the state of Maryland. That por-
tion In the District is heavily wooded and
the land is of a basin-like formation. No

views of any importance are to be had
from this land except that portlon which
touches the palisades of the Potomac.

From this portion, however, views up and
down the river are to be had, and In the
remainder time and care will develop some
very beautiful woodland scenery to which
the large pond-like reservoir will give great
interest. This land should, therefore,
be treated consistently with a view to its
ultimate development as a park. An adja-
cent block of land, inciuding the site of
Battery Vermont, purchased by the Dis-
trict for a girls' reform school Is no longer
needed for its original purpose, and may
be grouped with the recelving reservolr
for park purposes.”

A “ClMT drive alogg the Potomace” on the
general line of the conduit is suggested, as
it would afford splendid views. Such treat-
ment of the river should extend beyvond the
District line to the region about the Great
Falls, the natural beauty of which is well
worth preserving. There should be a na-
tional park about the Great Falls.

A Cliff Drive.

On thls “cliff drive along the Potomac”
there should be no bulldings between the
drives and the river. The natural charms
of the canal along the route are pointed
out. Fort Kemble, north of the Potomac
palisades, should serve as a park and as
a southern terminus of Nebraska avenue.
The site of Battery Parrott on a neigh-
boring hill is but little less important.

Georgetown Parkway.

“To bring the upper Potomac into direct
connection with the city and to provide
an approach from Georgetown to the Zoo-
logical Park and Rock creek, a parkway
is proposed from the end of Potomac drive
at the valley of Foundry Branch, half a
mile above the Aqueduct bridge, to Rock
creek parkway near Massachusetts avenue.

“The valley of Foundry Branch must be
spanned by a viaduct a little north of the
present electric rallway trestla, and as the
valley is decep, narrow and picturesque, it
would be well to preserve it as a part of
the parkway between the New Cut road
and the river. From this valley the line
| would cross the ridge upon the end of
which stands the Georgetown observatory.
and run on a direct line by easy grades to
the gap south of the naval observatory.
In passing through the lands of George-
town College, which are likely to remain
always agreeable and park-like, the width
might be reduced to the minimum requisite
for a single drive and paths.

Crossing the Ridge.

*“In crossing the ridge at 35th street and
the Tenleytown road the central drive
would be depressed below the side streets,
both for the sake of an easy gradient and
in order to pass beneath those two buay
streets. [East of this ridge the takings
should widén out so as to preserve the
charming valley scenery which extends
from this point to Rock creek. A branch
similar in treatment should connect with
the naval observatory grounds,

*“The boundaries are so fixed .as to pro-
vide for border streets on reasonable
grades, Including the best of the valley
scenery and permitting the construction
of a central drive, paths, and so forth,
without destroying its beauty; but, in addl-
tior to these absolute requirements, a pro-
jecting plece of land of about 13.5 acres is
included’ in order to provide a dignified
and convenient entrancee to the park sys-
tem from U street, Georgetown, and at the
same time to afford a much-needed local
park and playground. ' '

Piney Branch and Savannah Parkway,

“Turning from the western to the cen-
tral section, It is-of the utmost Importance
to secure an agreeable park-like cgnnee-

'

VIEW OF THE MONUMENT AND CAPITOL DOME FROM THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL,

already partlally formed, would come pre-
cisely at the head of the proposed boule-
vm_-d‘ making, with the hospital, a compo-
sition of remarkabla dignity.

About Soldiers’ Home,

“Swinging around the new bulilding of the
Soldiers' Home to the north, the continua-
tion of the parkway would pass south of
the two cemeteries and would follow the
valley along tha boundary of the home
to Harewood road. 'To secure good grades
and preserve the beauty of the valley cer-
tain additional lands would have to be ac-
quired and thrown into the grounds, com-
pensating for some of the boundary strips
that would elsewhere have to bs taken
from them. Following Harewood road the
parkway wounld skirt the beautiful open
valley to the west, and near the southeast-
ern corner of the grounds would turn with-
in the edge of the woods into the vafley
and follow its course, thus avolding a grade
crossing of the electric cars and surface
traffic of Michigan avenue, which now
crogses the valley In fill and would pass
over the parkway by a suitable hridge.

A lessening of grades and doing away
with some of the abrupt turns in the Sol-
diers’ Home grounds is recommended and
the opportunity for a grand formal en-
trance to the park at the head of North
Capitol street is pelnted out. The new res-
ervoir can be made an important supple-
ment to the park system. A strip of land
should be acquired next to Howard Uni-
versity for a drive to conrect Howard Park
with the reservoir and the Soldiers’ Home
grounds.

Eckington Parkway.

“The connection from Soldiers’ Home to
the proposed park on the Patterson proper-
ty should follow at first the valley extend-
ing south from Michigan avenue toward
Eckington., This valley, now crossed diag-
onally by Lincoln avenue, Is charmingly
wooded for a distance of half a mlile, and
it should be the aim in fixing the bounda-
ries to preserve this charm to the utmost,
* * * The Metropolitan Branch railroad
would be crossed by an overhead bridge
and the parkway would join the wooded
portion of the Patterson property at & high
level, so that the continuation of the drive
through the park woods would not be com-
plicated by the new location of the Balti-
more and Ohlo tracks, which should pass
under this part. of the park by a short
tunnel.

Patterson Park,

“About a mile ard a guarter northeast of
the Capitol, just beyond Florida avenue
and west of the large tract of finely wood-
ed land occupied by the Columbian Institu-
tion for Deaf Mutes, is a beautiful plece of
land, formerly the Patterson estate. It is
on the edge of the hilly section overlook-
ing the city proper, and its northern part,
high and undulating, is covered with a
grove of large old trees, from the edge of
which there is an inspiring outlook over
the open southerly slope leading down to a
broad gentle pasture enlivened by a wvery
few outstanding trees. There is probably
no better example in the whole District of
the ‘park-like’ type of landscape, using the
word in its stricter sense, and its acquisi-
tion is desirable not only for the sake of
its great natural beauty, but because Its
stretch of nearly level green sward, lying
between Eckington and Northeast Wash-
ington, would be of the utmost value to the
future population of the surrounding re-
gion. The grove about the old mansion and
to the norith of it would be hardly less val-
uable, for it ls of such a character and
upon such comparatively gentle slopes as
to adapt it to use by large numbers of
people better than any other large piece of
woodland available for park purposes.

Rallroad Tracks in Tunnel.

“The wooded portion is crossed by the
line fixed by act of Congress for the Balti-
more and Ohio tracks, which would here
be fifty-five feet below grade, and it is very
desirable, if the region Is to become a park,
that the hill should be tunneled rather
than gashed by a wide, open cut. Parallel
to the track and about two hundred feet
from it is the line of New York avenue, as
shown extended on the highway plans., If
the tracks are placed in a tunnel the ave-
nue might b& diverted slightly to the north
around the hill and made the limit of the
park, or it might be carried stralght
through as a traffic street below grade In
a comparatively narrow cut crossed by the
park drives and paths upon masonry
arches, as Is done in the case of the trans-
\-erge strc.;ets in' Centl;sl P:i:k. N’%w York.

L]

“Between the Patterson property and
Mount Hamilton there are no natural feat-
ures of much attractiveness and a formal
type of parkway would seem to meet the
requirements of the case. Two routes are
open—to the north or to the south of Mount
Olivet cemetery. Either would be con-
venient -and agreeable, but on the whole
that to the north seems the better, chiefly
because of easler grades in passing the
base of Mount Hamilton and continuing on
to Anacostia Park. Here agaln considera-
tions of land cost as ascertained by negzo-
tiations with the owners should largely in-
fluence the final selection of route.’”

« Improving Anacestia Park.

'l_'he desirability of Improving Anacostia

park is dwelt upon. The pressing sanitary
problem is simply to do away with the low,
amphibious areas which are alternately
flooded and exposed, and to convert them
either into deep water of into dry land; but
incidentally the improyvements may be made
to provide increased commercial water
frontage, while a patrt of “the reclaimed
lands may be used as- 8 park.

The plans for the improvement of the
Anacostla river with''a viéw to commer-
cial occupancy below 'Benning bridge pre-
pared by Col. Allen spd submitted to Con-
gress in 1808 are approved by the com-
mission with slight mbdificaittons. The prin-
ciple of treatment suggéstéd by the com-
mission 18 to excludé the Potomac iloods
by a dam at the head of ‘the commercial
channel, thus avoiding th# necessity for
raising the large area bf meidows now sub-
ject to occasional overflow. Between the
dam and the District line practically all
the flats now covered at ordinary high wa-
ter would be dredged out to a depth of
twelve feet, providing a great basin or se-
ries of basins of deep, clean water, the
dredged material going to supply the addi-
tional filling needed on the commercial sve-
tion. Such fragments of flats as were not
thus excavated would be raised by filling
above ordinary high-water mark, but the
greater part of the meadows. with thelr
numerous and beautiful clumps of trees,
would not be raised, thus avoiding filling
and preserving a great deal of charming
natural scenery. The rTesult of the pro-

Jbosed treatment would be a great lake sur-

be opportunity for boating
flelds. :

and

To Protect a Landscape.

“To protect and inclese this landscape, and
to give points from which it could be ade-
quately commanded, we should propose to
Include the faces and crests of some of the
bordering hills on the Washington side, one
of which is already owned by the Distriet
Reform School, while a large part of the
marsh land is clalmed by the government.
The total area of the proposed park is 1,144
acres, of which 535 would be eccupled by
water. % * *

‘At the northwestly corner of the proposed
Anacostia Park is a group of commanding
hills, occupied by the Boys' Reform School,
A portion of this land should be transferred
to the control of the park authorities, both
on account of the importance of the hill
in the landscape of the park and because of
the view which can be obtalned from it
down the Anacostia valley, At the south-
westerly corner a similar transfer should
be made of a portion of the city farm,
which is occupied by the jail and tempora-
rily by the almshouse. The buildings of the
reform school and of the jail are few In
proportion to the area of their grounds, and
if treated with due regard to their appear-
ance from the park will supplement its
landscape materially.”

On High Summits.

The chaln of forts on the higher summits
from Fort Btevens near Rock Creek Park
to Fort Thayer near the reform school, are
referred to as desirable as future local
parks. East of the Anacostia {s a similar
chain of hilltop forts, useful for the
same purpose. The report continues:

““About two mliles southwest of the pro-
posed Hillside reservation the valley of
Stickfoot ereek runs down from the Fort
drive on the main ridge to the river at a
point opposite the navy yard and near An-
acostia bridge. The upper third of the val-
ley is included in the grounds of the Gov-
ernment Hospital for the Insane; In the
middle third runs Sheridan avenue, follow-

A

acquired, with the view to the construction
of a road and such other means of making
the water front available as the develo
ment of the back country may ultimately
require, .

“Along the Anacostia, from Giesboro’
Point to Massachusetts avenue, there is a
wide margin of flats which must be re-
claimed as discussed In connection with the
Anacostia Park. The greater part of the
reciaimed lands will best serve the Interests
of the community if utilized for commercial
purposes under private ownership, but the
portion in front of the government hospital
should be added to the grounds of that in-
stitution.

On the Washington Side.

“0On the Washington side of the Anacos-
tia river it Is equally important that the
permanent public control of the water front
should be made a part of the channel Im-
provement and that a consistent compre-
hensive project should be adopted for its
treatment in connection with the improve-
ment of the western water front along
Washington channel, recently brought un-
der public control by the decislon of the
courts,

“Pptomac Park should be treated with
great open meadows fringed by trees along
the water.” Of the Memorial bridge the
Teport says:

““The commission recommends that when
an appropriation comes to be made the lo-
cation should be changed so as to begin the
Washington approach at the Lincoln memo-
rial site, and that the direction of the
bridge should be a straight line to the Ar-
lington mansion. The extreme width of
+h~ ==apa aprones which tHe bridge is to be
constructed and the comparatively flat to-
to. wpus Wuuid seem to make a high
bridge inappropriate, and unless the clear-
ance i1s at least eighty feet the bridge must
have a draw, since to shut off the harbor
of Georgetown would appear to be inadvisa-
ble. The corstruction of a draw precludes
the idea of a bridge of masonry, which is
the highest type of a monumental struct-
ure. A continuous steel bridge, resting on
stone piers, would be much more dignified
than a bridge composed in part of arches
and in part of draws, which would seem to
cut the bridge into two portions in mid-
channel. It is better to meet the exigencles
of the problem In an entirely frank manner,
and to accept inexorable conditions, rather
than attempt disguise or subterfuge. If a
bridge entirely of masonry arches could be
cogstructed, then the commission unhesi-
tatingly would approve such a design, but
since that consummation {s beyond reach,
then architectural candor demands a steel
bridge on masonry piers.

“The monumental portion of the bridge
should reach from the Washington bank
to Analostan Island, where a great con-
course to carry some great design in sculp-
ture should be constructed. From the isl-
and to the Virginia shore the bridge may
be more simple in treatment.

Analostan Island.

“Analostan Island, about eighty-eight
acres in extent, lles on the westerly side of
the Potomac, opposite the axis of the mall
and south of Georgetown. It is a long, nar-
row, triangular, swampy island and sand
bar, with its smaller end down stream.
Covered in part by trees and in part by
sedges and water plants, it forms an im-
portant and beautiful part of all the views
over the Potomae, and should not be per-
mitted to come into disagreeable occupancy,
Add to this that it will be erossed by the
proposed memorial bridge and thus ren-
dered directly accessible, and it seems a
very desirable and inexpensive addition 1o
the park system."”

The commission approves the project of
connecting this city with Mount Vernon by
a boulevard. They trecommend line No. 6
discussed in Col. Hains' report, with a few
modifications. While the construction of
this boulevard might be delayed, the land
for it should be secured at once.

Improving the Mall.

The improvement of the mall is discussed
in great detall. I.Enfant's plan for this
improvement is reviewed and the report
SaVs:

“The grounds pertaining to the Capitol
were laid out originally to stand four-
square with the rectilinear street system
of the city. Since 1803, when Thornton
marked the boundaries of these grounds,
innovations, resulting in various curved
projections, have so complicated the origi-
nal plans, especially on the western side,
as to make necessary the removal of the
Bulfinch gates and fence, which so strong-
Iy - emphasized the original frontage of
1.600 feet, that is also the width of the
mall. The restoration of this original fea-
ture of the Capitol design and the con-
struction of a terrace 1,000 feet in width
form a natural base, affording the broadest
possible support to the superimposed
structure, which, resting upon this base
as on a plinth, galns an apparent addi-
tional height of 40 feet.

“The slope from the upper terrace to 1st
street west should be relleved and enriched
by basins and fountains in which the
water, falllng from one level to another,
is poured finally into a great central basin
at the street level. So L’Enfant intended
in his plan for ‘a grand cascade formed of
the water from the sources of the Tiber.’

Union Square.

“On the western side of the Capitol
grounds, where Pennsylvania and Mary-
land avenues converge, the L'Enfant plan
shows ‘a public walk, through whicn car-
riages may ascend to the upper square of
the federal house.” According to the plans
now submitted this great place of converg-
ence, the Capitol, Is approached through a

concourse in the form of a rectangle 1,000
feet long by 450 feet In width, its width
being measured by the terrace above de-
scribed, its length by two public buildings
to stand as sentinels to the Capitol. This
area, relieved by plots of green, forms the
connection between the Capiltol grounds
and the mall system.

““This great area, with its parierres of

the mall area in accordance with general
distribution of the L'Enfant plan, with such
enlargements as the conditions of today
have made desirable. The areas adjoining
B streets north and south, averaging more
than 400 feet in width from the Capitol to
the monument, afford spacious sites for the
great museums and those buildings devoted
to srientific purposes.

“The axis of the Capitol and the monu-
ment is clearly defined by an avenue a
mile and a half in length, 300 feet broad,
walled on either side by elms planted in
formal processions, four abreast. This
avenue, differing from the great thorough-
fares, becomes a long expanse of undulat-
ing green bordered by shaded roads, park-
like in character. Beneath the shade of the
supporting rows of elms one may walk or
drive between the monument and Capitol
protected from the sun. These two plan-
tations of elms traversed by paths are simi-
lar In character to the mall, which is
justly regarded as the most beautiful fea-
ture of Central Park in the city of New
York.

“The American elm was chosen because
of its architectural character and because
in the District of Columbia this tree is at
its best, notable examples being found
in the Capitol grounds.

The Cross-Axis of the Mall.

“The area included between Tth and $th
streets, bisecting the mall. naturally form-
ing the thoroughfare between the body of
the city and the river front, should be
treated as such. This treatment, neces-
sary because of the city traffic, also serves
to relleve the monotony of the great length
of the mall; and the space when lald out
as a garden will become a great resting
place for the thousands of people who live
in its immediate neighborhood.

“For the proposed new National Museum
building no flner or more commanding site
can be selected than the square fronting on
B street south, where the gentle elevation
of the ground affords opportunity for a
structure that sball dominate this subordl-
nate cross-axis of the mall,

Pennaylvania Avenne Division.

“The area Included between Pennsylvania
avenue and B street north as extended 1is
now so used and occuplied as to be a blot
upon the clty. The direction of Pennsyl-
vanid avenue creates diagonal fronts In the
case of a number of the blocks facing on
that thoroughfare; and this fact, taken in
connection with the further fact that the
north slde of Pennsylvania avenue presents
an irregular cornice line (and must do so
as long as the avenue is privately occu-
pied), makes {t Impossible to attaln archi-
tectural symmetry. The narthern side of
Pennsylvania avenue Is devoted to the bus-
Iness of the city, and, therefore, the con-
tirued locatlon within the area south of
the avenue of that certain class of publie
buildings adapted to the business uses of
the citizens seems desirable.

“Because the space between Tth and 9th
streets face upon a square, is midway be-
tween the Capitol and the White House,
and at the convergence of those streets and
avenues where business s concentrated,
public opinion has long marked it as the
proper site for the much-needed District
building. In fact, the District has already
acquired for this purpose the space be-
tween the avenue and the front of the pres-
ent Center market, and Congress has re-
tained an eption to the purchase of the re-
maining area.

FProviding for Center Market.

“In order to in=tall the great Center mar-
ket of the city within a territory adequate
to enable the business to be conducted
within the market Itself without encroach-
ing upon the public thoroughfares, the en-
tire triangle bounded by Pennsylvania and
Louisiana avenues and 11th street has been
set aside. The new market should be con-
structed with streets running through it, as
in the admirable examples at Paris, Buda-
pest and other cities of continental Europe.
In this way the market will become an
architectural feature of the avenue, pro-
tected by law against those outlyving in-
vasions of the streets and walks from
which we in thlas country have so long suf-
fered, but which have been successfully
overcome in Europe.

“The post office building, already too
small for the business of the department
which it temporarily houses should be de-
voted to the needs of the local post office
and to those bureaus that are awaiting
such a development as in time will call for
individual buildinga. The Post Office De-
partment proper should occupy a separate
bullding.

“The proposed hall of records, requiring
a large storage space and a location In
proximity to the departments, might prop-
€1ly occupy a portion of the area between
13th and 14th streets, while that between
14th and 1Mh streets, extending from the
avenue to B street, would accommodate an
armory for the brigade of the District
militia. The armory buillding should be
constructed in such a stvle as to make It
the proper frame for the White Lot, im-
mediately to the west, and the prinecipal
entrance to this bullding should be op-
posite the center of the circle, which has
been set apart as the great drill ground
of the District.

Treatment for Minor Areas.

“The triangular area included betwe-n
Maryland avenue and B street south, and
extending from 4th to 15th street south,
corresponding to the space south of Penn-
sylvania avenue, offers opportunities for
additional sites for public bulldings of a
minor character, or it may be treated as
additional park space, as the demands may
determine. In a similar manner the
lozenge-shaped space between New York
avenue and B and 82d streets may be
treated.

“The triamgle west of 17th street extend-
ed, and immediately adjoining the Potomac
river, is intended to be treated as a wood,
lald out with alleys after the manner of
Lenotre, from whose works L’Enfant drew
inspiration. Under this treatment a por-

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT OF THE MALL.

e | uT

ing the right bank of,the preek and bor-
deted by open land, ahd the lower third
runs through open lgwlagd and flats, A
parkway should be prexidesk for in this val-
ley to give convenlenl; and agreeable ac-
cess to the Fort drive from the Anacostia
bridge. g q
Glesboro’ 'l'n}‘!':,‘ﬂ’ar-

“South of the Govermmept Hospital for
the Insane the ridge eemtimues nearly level
to Fort Preble and BaW Eugle Polot, with
a ateep slope all along Yo the lowland along
the Potomac. The views from this ridge
are so remarkably fine, and. the steep slope
is so ill adapted to ordinary city subdivis-
ion, that a wide parkway, running nearly
parallel with the present Glesboro' road, is
much to be desired. It should provide at
the edge of the narrow platéau a street for
house frontage, together with a park drive
and paths commanding the vlew, and it
should include the whole slope below, In
order to control the outléok by ﬂ?!rg\'ﬂ_mtlu;
the erection of obstrictive buildings and
the too continuous growth of tall trees.

Anacostin Emibankment.

dontrol of the entire water front from the
government property at’the southern end
of the District to Anacostia Park at Massa-
chusetts avenue. Along the Potomac, from
Shepherd's landing to Glesboro' Point, the
shores are nearly level agricultural land

ten or twenty feet above the river. A mar-
_Bin about 200 feet in width should here be

" “Péovision should be made for the public ]

green, serves the double purpose of a
broad thoroughfare in front of the Capitol
and an organic connection between the
Capitol grounds and the mall system, thus
restoring the relations originally intended.
Brilliantly illuminated and embellished
with fountains, this square may be com-
pared both in extent and in treatment with
the Place de la Concorde in Paris.

“By reason of its commanding location
this square offers exceptional opportunity
for monumental treatment, and as its chief
decoration the commission urge the Grant
memorial. Associated with the Grant
should be the figures of his two great lieu-
tenants, Sherman and Sheridan, standing
independently, yvet so as to form a single
composition. Placing the defenders of the
Union at the point of convergence of the
great avenues uniting at the Capitol sug-
gests as an appropriate name TUnion
Square. =

The Capltol Grounnds. -

“Having considered the Capitol grounds
and their-related areas as the base of the
composition, we next come to the treatment
of that great stretch of land laid out as the
grand approach to the Capitol. In order
to.restore the relation which was intended
to exist between the Capitol and the monu-
ment, the plan of the commission provides
that B street north be extended eastward
to Pennsylvania avenue'.k;hm securing for

ge m“ut‘it !_mltomu“ width of 1,800 feet
rougho 8 en extent.
ey ¢ ‘Within these

it becomes possible to develop

4

tion of the tidal basin is disposed so as to
form a lake of sylvan character attractive
to the pleasure seeker by either land or
water. This informal area is intended to
relieve the formal treatment of neighbor-
ing portions of the composition. Skirting
the river wall, a driveway, half shaded,
recalls the public garden on the Grand
caral at Venice, which likewise entered into
the studies of L’Enfant. This driveway
also commands a prospect of the river for
long distameces up and down the stream.
The White House Section.

“The space south of the White House,
known a&s the White Lot, should be left
practically undisturbed. Four rows of
trees, however, ' planted formally on the
axes of the treasury, and the Btate, War
and Navy Department buildings, the one
abutting on 15th street, the other on 17th
street, tempt the promenader from the hot

mo‘thema oy plrmetm:ﬂ::..
Eeonle a

and hence nm:dllnthhrépo'tt'wm-‘
ington ol plan contemplates &
great stadium ered by smaller play-
grounds fitted for varlous uses; and under
Drovided with Bulldings sultabie for Jotker
-l : . - -

part of a group which should include a®
well public baths, a gymnasium and a
theater. In addition 1o the provision made
for athietic sports, the formsal treatment of
this portion of the tidal basin affords am-
ple opportunities Jduring the summer
months for swimming and during the win-
ter for skating. Moveover, It serves as a
means of communication for boats between
the basins in Potomac Park and the Wash-
ington channel.

“Where the axis of Maryviand avenue In-
tersects the axis of the White House, a site
is found for a great memorial, to become
the central featyre of the group of bulide
inga above referred to. 8o constructed as
to be At once a shelter and a point of vane

tage, this structure should be adorned with
statues commemoratling national heroes.”™
The Lincoln Memorial,

The Lincoln memorial =ite set aside by
the commission Is on the axis of 32d street,
and becomes the great point of divergence
for the drives leading northeasterly Into
the Potomac Park and northwesterly to the
Rock Creek parks. Here also begins Lhe
Memorial bridge, pointing directly to the
monsion house at Arlington. Describing
this memorial site the report says:

“The great parallelogram directly west of
the Monument garden., 1000 fest In width
and extending for a mile to the Potomae,
has for Its chlef feature the Lincoin me-
morial. This memorial, placed on the main
axis of the Capitol, becomes the gate of
approach to the park system of the Dis-
trict of Cplumbia. Centering upon It, as a
great point of reunion, are the drives lead-
ing eastward to the Potomac Park, wesi-
ward across the proposed Memorial bridge
to Arlington, and northward by the river-
side drive to the parks of Rock creek. Seen
from the Monument platform, an avenue of
water 200 feet In width and 2300 feet In
length, continues the mall system and con-
nects the Lincoln with the Washington
memorial. This cansl, similar in character
And eansr,] treatment to the canals of
Versallles, Fontainebleau and Vaux le Vi-
compte, introdvees Iinto the formal land-
scape an element of repose and great
beauty.

Umiversal in Character.

“Whatever may be the exact form of Lhe
memorial to Lincoln, it should be universal
in character and worthy in every partic-
ular to stand on the axls with the dome
and the monument. The type which thas
commission has in mind i & great portica
of Dorlec columns, rising from an unb-oken
stylobate. This portico, while affurding
a point of vantage from which 1o obualn a
commanding outlook both upon the nver
and eastward to the Capitol, has Its chlct
function in the support of a panel bearing
an Inscription worthy of the man to whom
the monument is8 erected. The portico con-
templated in the plans, consisting of cul-
umng 40 feet in height, occuples a space "t
200 feet in length and 50 feet In widlh, It
Is approached by flights of stairs on the
east and the west, is embellished with ap-
propriate groups of sculpture and ia sur-
mounted by a central crowning group ol
statuary.

“At the head of the canal, at the caslern
approach to the monument, it is proposed

to place a statue of Abraham Linesin. Sur-
rounding the monument and framing it, to
plant linden trees four rows deep, to form
a peristyle of green, from which radiate
varlous avenue centering upon the monu-
ment itself,

“The location of the Lincoln memorial
was fixed deliberately, not only to carry

to its suitable termination the mall, but also

for historic reasons, for it is well settlied
that the two commanding figures in the his-
tory of the United States are those of
Washington and Lincoln; they alone are

unguestionably among the lmmortals.”
Monument Grounds.

The report discusses the treatment of the
grounds pertaining to the Washington mon-
ument and gives a review of the work of
providing 2 monument for Washington.
| The need for improving the surroundings
of the monument is dwelt upon and of the

plans for such improvement the report
SAYS:

““The first consideration was the creation
of those axial relations which are absolute-
Iy essentlal to the solutlon of the problem.
This end line has been attained In so far

as the Capitol 1s concerned by the colum-
nar rows of elms proceeding through the
mall and bordering the carpet of girecn

sward, by means of which is formed a vista
through which one gagzes from the monu-
ment to the Capitel or vice versa. Thesa
columns of elms climb the slope 10 Lae
monument, and, widening out at the right
and left on extended terraces, form a great
body of green., strengthening the bread
| platform from which the obelisk rises In
majestic serenity, ondisturbed by any
ject which can possibly come Into contrast
with it. The groves on the terraces b come
places of rest, from which extended views
may be had of the busy c¢ity and the sunny
stretches of river winding at the fooi of
the Virginia hills. Beneath the Lreesz, at
the ends of the vista formed by “ae puths,
small temple-like structures are placed L@
serve the varied purposecs of rest and ree
freshment.
A Complicated Probhlem.

“To establish axial relationg between the
monument and the White House is a more
complicated problem; and it was only after
a long process of elimination of the various
forms of treatment which suggested thiem-
selves that a sunken garden framed in by
the tree-bearing terraces in the form of a
Greek cross was finally decided upon. The
true center is marked by a great pool om
the level of the ground, similar to the paule
at Versallles and in the gardeis of the
Tuillerles at Paris. Rectangular basins of
water support—or rather point to—tha cone
tral pool, and from the garden a filght of
steps 300 feet In width, corresponding to the
width of the tapis vert In the mall, lead
to the base of the monument, thus giving
to that structure the forty additional feel
of helght which rightfully belong to It

“From the terraces on the north one looks
off over the milltary maneuvers on White
Lot; the southern terraces commansd a view
of the athletic contests on the Washingtom
eommon, and the aguatic sports on the ba=
sin, the lakes and the river; while rom the
White House, sitting on Its stately helghts,
the line of vision sweeps across parade
ground, across terraces and gardens, and
the fleld of sports to the Potomac and the
purple hills of Virginia."

CHINESE SUICIDES.

How Imperial Officials Executed Sen=
tence on Themselves.
From_the London Globe.
A Chinese paper published in Pekin has
obtained the following detalls relative teo
the deaths of the high officials Chauchu-
chiau, Yung-nlen, and Prince Chwang, whe
committed sulclde on command of the em-
peror. It is impossible to give the full re-
port, as the details of the actual sulcldes
are given with true Chinese barbarity and
unadorned lucldity. The whole account,
however, bears the stamp of truth, and the
statement of the Chinese court that the
three officials had paid the penalty for thelr
crimes, hitherto unproved, may hereby be
considered as confirmed. The report runsg
Chauchuchiau ate gold leaf, which is the
distinguished method of laking one's life
among well-to-de Chinese. Death is caused
not by polsoning, as s generally assumed,
but by asphyxia, as the thin gold leaves
stick in the air passages. Hoping against
hope, however, that the empress would
have mercy on him, he took too little, an
as he still lived when the time prescri
had elapsed, he took oplum and o means
to effectuate his death. His religion forbade
him to do this by injuring his body in any
way.
Prince Chwang, who received the news of
his sentence in Pu-Choo-fu, a large town
in the southwest of Shansi, immediately
hanged himself In a temple of the local
Mandarin, with whom he was living, in the
presence of the Imperial col ner, Ko=
D tns Smperor & sEmBn S
or,
of the mitigated punishment.
Yung-nien, the president of the court of
censors, was the most cowardly, He was

in prison in ~fu, and continually up-
brajded Prince Ching “for leaving him m
the lurch.” He himself with

golian frontier, w! he had fled, pro-
ceeded at once to ¢ lest the allies
might still demand his death.

—_——r————

More Swell. :

From the Philadelpbia Press. ;
*“Your husband,” sald the canvasser fop
the city directory, “is a blacksmith, ao=
cording to last year's book; that's correct,
is it not?"




